Officiating Surgeon, A\st Regiment 13. I. Sepoy J. S., about. 28 years of age, presented himself at hospital on December 8th 1876, with an itching eruption on the inner sides of both thighs : the skin at this part being thickened, hard and inflamed, and its surface covered with livid shiny papules of various sizes. In both arm-pits also there was a similar but less confluent eruption. Thinking it a severe case of ring-worm, the surface of the right thigh was painted with acetic acid, and he was not retained in hospital.
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He presented himself again next morning with a much aggravated condition of matters, the acetic acid having set up acute inflammation of the skin of the right thigh. He was admitted to hospital, and a more detailed examination showed that the eruption was very general: though most abundant in the axillae and groins, there occurred scattered papules and not a few vesicles containing a yellowish white fluid over both sides of the abdomen, and on both upper extremities as low as the wrists. On the fore-arms the eruption resembled nettlerash, the skin being raised into diffused wheals, which were very itchy and irritable. On the tops of some of these papules and wheals were dry scales of epithelium, easily removable by a scalpel ; specimens of these taken from different parts were examined with a microscope, but in only one could I find a fungus, and in this it had the form of a jointed rod lying across the epithelial scale. Iodine liniment was painted over the eruption. Two days later the itching in the axilla; and on the trunk had almost entirely abated, but the right thigh was very hot, tense, and swollen, its circumference measuring two inches more than the left one at the same place. Four leeches were applied to it, followed by a poultice, and a diaphoretic mixture was given. The thermometer did not give any indication of fever. Two days later this phlegmonous condition of the thigh had nearly disappeared, and there was no longer the fear of suppuration which had threatened a day or two before. On the other parts of the body, the eruption, to which iodine liniment had been applied from time to time, was dying out, and the itching had gone.
On December 17th, that is four days later, a fresh eruption appeared over the entire under surface of the left thigh, having the same characters as the former eruptions, viz., a diffused redness and infiltration of the skin, the surface of which was thrown into irregular elevations of wheals and papules. Iodine liniment was painted over this with benefit. But the following day, there was a similar outbreak of eruption over the front of the abdomen and left thigh. As the irritation of a fungus present in the epithelium, seemed quite inadequate to explain these sudden and extensive outbreaks of an eruption, localized rather in the deeper layers of the cutis than in tlie epithelium, I determined to make trial of arsenic, "w hieh is known to exercise an influence upon the nutrition of the skin. It was given in the form of Fowler's solution in five minim doses twice daily.
Three days later, viz , on December 21st, no fresh crop of eruption had come up, and the former ones were fading; the under surface of the knees was the only place in which any eruption still lingered. Two days later he was discharged cured.
Remarks.?There is, I think, something more to be learnt from this case than would appear from merely saying that it was one of ring-worm cured by the application of iodine.
In the first place, was it a case of ring-worm at all F The necessity, which all medical practitioners feel, of identifying each disease that comes before them with one or other of the types, already present to their minds, and for which there are names, is liable to call off our attention from those peculiarities which constitute, if I may be allowed the term, the individualism of a disease, and to fix it rather on those characters which it has in common with the type under which they have placed, it. If this be true of diseases in general, it is emphatically so of skin diseases. Though the time has gone by when it was usual to class as papular, vesicular, cr pustular, a skin disease that had the characters of all the classes in nearly equal proportion, there still exists a tendency to select somewhat arbitrarily one of its features, and from the presence of this to conclude an identity between the particular case before us and some named class; and having thus named our specimen, we are in danger, like botanical collectors, of ceasing to look for further characteristics, and may thus fail to learn all we might from what appear very commonplace cases. Thus the eruption in the case which has suggested these remarks, conformed to the definition of ring-worm by its position, its irritability, and probably by the presence of a fungus in the epithelium. But, on the other hand, it differed from an ordinary case of ring-worm by the extensive infiltration of the sin-rounding skin, by the absence of any ring-like disposition of the papules, and by its sudden outbreak over extensive tracts of surface.
The rare presence of a fungus in the uppermost scales of the cuticle can hardly be made to explain all these symptoms ; another and a much more important factor must be some interference with, or some loss of, balance in those conditions upon whieh the nutrition of the skin depends. If the presence of this fungus, say in the water in which the man bathed, were of itself sufficient to cause his disease, it seems difficult to understand why he alone of several hundred men exposed to the same conditions should liave become a victim.
Moreover, the fact that local treatment alone was insufficient to finally arrest the disease, while on the other hand constitutional treatment was not followed by any fresh outbreak of it, lends support to the opinion that there must have been some disturbance of the centres of nutrition : a view also supported by the bi-lateral and symmetrical disposition of the eruption. Any future case of this kind I would treat from the first by the combined administration of arsenic internally, and the application of iodine liniment externally ; 'the latter acting beneficially by causing the diseased epithelium to dry up and scale off, giving at the same time great relief to the itching. VI
